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their view that the League of Nations alone was competent to decide
whether the complications arising out of the Nazi Putsch in Austria
called for international action, and that the intervention of a single
Power would "be an infringement of the Peace Treaties which might
have serious consequences. Jugoslavia's relations with Italy had
improved during the last twelve months,1 but her relations with
Austria had Tbeen unsatisfactory, especially since the Austrian Press,
at the end of 1933, had published reports regarding German-Slovene
negotiations, which were alleged to have taken place in the previous
July, for the transfer of Southern Carinthia to Jugoslavia in the
event of a Nazi victory in Austria.2 The Jugoslav Government were
therefore placed in a difficult position by the influx of refugees (many
of whom were Austrian Slovenes) which followed the Nazi defeat in
the provinces. The frontier was not closed, but the frontier guards
were strengthened, and as Nazi fugitives arrived in Jugoslav territory
they were disarmed and conducted to concentration camps at a con-
siderable distance from the frontier.3

Jugoslavia's reaction to what she regarded as the provocative
movement of troops by Italy increased the perturbation which the
news of events in Austria had caused in the other states members of
the Little Entente and in France. The tension relaxed somewhat
when, after an interview between the French Foreign Minister and
the Italian Ambassador on the 26th July, it became known that the
French Government agreed with the Italian Government in thinking
that the situation was fraught with the gravest possibilities, while
the Italian Government did not dissent from the French Government's
view that if any further action was necessary it should be taken on
an international basis. The message of sympathy which was des-
patched by the French Prime Minister to the Austrian Government
on the 26th July declared that France was 'firmly attached to the
maintenance of Austrian independence', and on the same day the
British Foreign Secretary announced in the House of Commons at
Westminster that His Majesty's Government maintained the attitude

1  See pp. 555-6, below.

2  An attempt to blow up the Jugoslav Consulate at Klagenfurt at the
beginning of January 1934 was supposed to have liad some connexion with
these allegations.

3  These precautions did not prevent accusations that a second Austrian
Legion was being organized in Jugoslavia and another Putsch planned.
Altogether, about 1,800 Nazis took refuge in Jugoslavia, where they were
supported for some months by funds which were said to come exclusively
from G-erman sources. In the autumn, after the assassination of King Alexan-
der, arrangements were made for their transfer to Germany, and they sailed
from Susak to Hamburg at the end of November 1934.